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MIRAMICHI — Answering Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John call for a return to Eucharistic
devotion at the parish level, catechists in the Miramichi Region have begun to revive the practice of Eucharistic adoration
for youth, especially those preparing for Confirmation. Front row (l to r) Lana Martin, Emily Comeau, Trent Power, Joyce
Brideau, Ashton Godin, Darlene Ross and Chris Ross. Middle row (l to r): Cheryl Harris, Carly Akoto, Reece Manderson,
Cale Anthony, Luke Williams, Riley Barry, Troy Craig, Sarah Sullivan, Lauren Landry and Lauren Allison. Back row
(l to r): Evan Gallant, Catherine Walsh, Emily Blakely, Father Godwin Kalu SMMM, Curtis Dignam, Erica Doyle, Ryan
MacDonald, Tenneson MacDonald, Wesley Glynn, Ethan Butler and Riley Hachey. Missing from the photo are Father
Peter Aloo SMMM and Sam McNeil. Story page 2. (Cheryl Harris photo)

SAINT JOHN — Knights of Columbus New Brunswick State
Deputy Gilles Pelletier (right) leads a procession of Fourth
Degree Knights for the Silver Rose Pilgrimage in the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Saint John. The
Cathedral was the last stop in the campaign’s provincial
pilgrimage. Story page 7. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

FREDERICTON — Graydon Nicholas (right) and Bishop
Christian Riesbeck, CC (second from right) of the Diocese of
Saint John prepare to lead the Right to Life March from St.
Mary Magdalene Parish to the New Brunswick Legislature
in Fredericton, May 26, 2022. Story page 6. (Helen LeBlanc
photo)
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New FreemanTheBy SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — With Bishop Chrisitan
Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John
calling for a return to Eucharistic devotion
at the parish level, catechists in the
Miramichi Region, with the guidance, sup-
port, and encouragement of Regional Reli-
gious Education coordinator Patricia Lee,
have begun to revive the practice of Eu-
charistic adoration for youth, especially
those preparing for Confirmation.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church
[CCC] states that, “Adoration is the first
attitude of man acknowledging that he is a
creature before his Creator. It exalts the
greatness of the Lord who made us and
the almighty power of the Savior who sets
us free from evil. Adoration is homage of
the spirit to the “King of Glory,”respectful
silence in the presence of the “ever greater”
God. Adoration of the thrice-holy and sov-
ereign God of love blends with humility and
gives assurance to our supplications,” (CCC
2628).

Yet, it was important to Ms. Lee to have
the language of adoration be accessible to
the youth of the region. To this end, she
familiarized herself with the aspects of Eu-
charistic Adoration, so as to be prepared
when speaking with the youth about ado-
ration. A pamphlet was created as a teach-
ing tool meant to increase familiarization
among both catechists and candidates. It
was hoped that it might also be shared with
families.

Catechist Cheryl Harris, from St. Mar-
guerite Bourgeoys Parish, said she wanted
to give young people more chances to en-
counter Christ through the Eucharist, as
she believes that such encounters have the
power to change lives. If such encounters
are fostered in youth, they will be main-
tained through life, and it will be easier to
bring plans, hopes, and concerns before
Jesus’ presence in the Blessed Sacrament.

On April 10, an initial adoration was held
at St. Michael the Archangel  Parish [St.
Michael’s Basilica] Miramichi, with rosa-
ries, bibles, and reflection materials pro-
vided. The experience was said to have been
a successful one, and during a debriefing,
with snacks, there were a variety of re-
sponses from the candidates. They were
encouraged to talk at home about their ex-
periences, as well as take part in the activi-
ties around Eucharistic Adoration within the

parish itself.
The candidates of Good Shepherd and

Our Lady of the Rivers parishes joined at
St. Bridget’s Church, Renous on April 25.
They benefited from the time taken by Fa-
ther Paul Doucet to provide further expla-
nation about Adoration. Fr. Doucet also
closed the celebration with a benediction.

A retreat for the candidates of both St.
Marguerite Bourgeoys Parish and St.
Michael the Archangel Parish was held at
St. Samuel’s Church, Miramichi on April
30.

Ms. Georgia Halavrezos spoke to those
gathered about service in the church, and
Father Peter Aloo SMMM, associate pas-
tor of St. Marguerite Bourgeoys Parish re-
flected on his own faith journey with the
candidates.

A period of adoration followed, and an
examination of conscience, before those
gathered received the Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation. A closing mass with Father
Godwin Kalu SMMM, pastor of St. Mar-
guerite was then celebrated.

Reflecting on the experience, and the time
in communion with Christ, some candi-
dates offered their reactions. “My immedi-
ate feeling was calm, when I continued in
the session, I realized that I have never felt
so close to God as I did in that moment,”
said Emily Blakely of St. Michael the Arch-
angel Parish.

“At the Confirmation Retreat when we
did Eucharist Adoration, it was pretty chill,”
commented  Catherine Walsh of St. Samu-
el’s, St. Marguerite Bourgeoys Parish. “I
have never really done anything like that
before but it was really nice.”

While Troya Craig of St. Michael the
Archangel Parish said,“When we were
learning about the adoration I found the fact
that the Eucharist was the body of Jesus.
During the quiet time of reflection, I felt
relaxed and peaceful. It was a time to think
about the sacrifice that Jesus made for me
and all people. It was a positive experience.”

“I felt that during Eucharistic Adoration
at the Confirmation Retreat, I was at inner
peace and understanding.” was how Ethan
Butler of St. Mary’s, St. Marguerite
Bourgeoys Parish described his experience.

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Re-
gion correspondent for The New Freeman.
He can be reached at cletus_1773
@hotmail.com.§

Miramichi heeds bishop’s call to adoration
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
These last two and a half years have helped me gain an understand-

ing of the vital need the Cathedral, our mother church, fulfills in our
diocese, in the City of Saint John and beyond. The Cathedral is im-
portant, not only for its heritage value but also for the missionary
outreach and spiritual revitalization it provides in an area of the dio-
cese that desperately needs a Catholic Christian presence. We are not
just restoring a building but restoring hearts and souls to Jesus.

Our parishes need to be invitational, where people are invited to
enter into that life-changing relationship with Jesus and then go deeper,
responding to their baptismal call to be disciples, are nourished, edu-
cated in the faith, and equipped as leaders, and then are commis-
sioned for outreach. Over the last two
years, despite the difficulties of the pan-
demic, the Cathedral community has
been reaching out through our St. Vin-
cent de Paul ministry and other lay-led
initiatives such as a parish nursing pro-
gram and Pizza and Prayer serving the
marginalized and the poor. We have
been providing opportunities for peo-
ple to encounter Jesus through daily
Mass and Adoration, and a recent
Lenten Revitalization Series, just to
name a few. During the month of May
two Marian pilgrimages were hosted
at the Cathedral promoting devotion to
Our Lady, to whom I have entrusted
this restoration effort.

The Cathedral restoration will be
completed in five phases. The first
phase which addressed the roof was
completed in 2016 at a cost of $1.5
million, while the second phase ad-
dressing the ceiling and the main exte-
rior door has just recently been com-
pleted at an approximate cost of $1.5 million. We now turn our ef-
forts to the remaining phases which will tackle the bell tower, the
masonry and windows, foundation and asphalt repair and interior
painting and upgrades. Being good stewards of such an important
place of worship not only ensures a place for those seeking Christ
today, but also honours our ancestors who invested heavily in build-
ing both the Cathedral and the faith of the diocese. Our place in his-
tory is a testimony to the countless faithful who have gone before us,
and a sign of hope for future generations.

A vibrant Cathedral contributes to building a vibrant diocese. To
support parishes in their evangelization efforts, 10% of every dollar
raised will be used to establish a diocesan endowment fund to serve
youth, seniors, religious education and leadership formation needs in
the parishes of the diocese. This will enable the entire diocese to
continue the important mission of the Church, spreading the Gospel
of Jesus Christ to the peripheries in a world in such desperate need of
the hope that he promises. This is how we become a vibrant, revital-
ized, renewed Church.

To aid in this Cathedral restoration effort, an annual collection will
be taken up in the parishes on the weekend of the Solemnity of the
Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi), this year on June 18-19,

(continued on page 4)

Mes frères et sœurs dans le Christ,
Au cours des deux ans et demie passés, j’ai mieux compris la mis-

sion que la Cathédrale, notre église mère, accomplit dans notre diocèse,
dans la ville de Saint John et au-delà. La Cathédrale est importante,
non seulement pour sa valeur patrimoniale, mais aussi pour le
rayonnement missionnaire et la revitalisation spirituelle qu’elle inspire
dans cette zone du diocèse qui a désespérément besoin d’une présence
chrétienne catholique. Nous ne sommes pas seulement en train de
restaurer un bâtiment, mais de restaurer des cœurs et des âmes à
Jésus.

Nos paroisses doivent être accueillantes : des endroits où les gens
sont invités à se lier en relation transformatrice avec Jésus et ensuite

à approfondir ces liens, afin de répondre à l’appel
baptismal de devenir des disciples. C’est ici que
les gens sont nourris, formés dans la foi et équipés
en tant que dirigeants, puis finalement chargés de
la mission de porter le message vers d’autres
personnes. Au cours des deux dernières années,
malgré les difficultés imposées par la pandémie,
la communauté de la Cathédrale a tendu la main,
par le biais de notre ministère de Saint-Vincent-
de-Paul et d’autres programmes menés par des
laïcs, tel que le programme de soins infirmiers
paroissiaux et les soirées de pizza et prières au
service des marginalisés et des démunis. Les gens
ont pu rencontrer Jésus à la Messe et à l’adoration
quotidienne, ainsi que dans des séances de
réévangélisation durant le Carême, pour n’en
nommer que quelques-uns. Pendant le mois de
mai, nous avons accueilli deux pèlerinages mariaux
à la Cathédrale pour promouvoir la dévotion à
Notre-Dame, à laquelle j’ai confié nos efforts de
restauration.
Nous effectuerons la restauration de la Cathédrale

en cinq phases. La première, qui s’adressait à la
réparation du toit, a été achevé en 2016 au coût

de 1,5 million de dollars, tandis que la deuxième phase portant sur la
réparation du plafond et des portes centrales, vient d’être complétée
au coût d’environ 1,5 million de dollars. Les phases restantes
s’attaqueront au clocher, à la maçonnerie et aux fenêtres, à la réparation
des fondations et de l’asphalte, et finalement à la peinture et d’autres
mises à niveau à l’intérieure. En étant de bons intendants de ce lieu de
culte important, nous assurons non seulement un endroit pour tous
ceux et celles qui recherchent la présence du Christ aujourd’hui, mais
nous rendons hommage aussi à nos ancêtres qui ont beaucoup investi
dans la construction de la Cathédrale et la vie de foi du diocèse. Notre
place dans l’histoire est un témoignage pour les innombrables fidèles
qui nous ont précédés, et un signe d’espoir pour les générations fu-
tures.

Une cathédrale vitalisée est une composante essentielle d’un diocèse
dynamique. Afin de soutenir les efforts d’évangélisation des paroisses,
10 % de chaque dollar recueilli sera versé à un fonds de dotation
diocésain dans le but de répondre aux besoins des jeunes, des personnes
âgées, de la formation religieuse et de la formation des dirigeants des
paroisses du diocèse. Cela permettra à tout le diocèse de poursuivre
l’importante mission de l’Église : celle de répandre l’Évangile de Jésus-
Christ jusqu’aux extrémités de la terre qui ont tant besoin de l’espoir

(continué à page 4)

The Cathedral is important La Cathédrale est importante

Bishop/Évêque Christian Riesbeck, CC
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Ascension: a story of leaving,
yet remianing

More than 40 years ago I met Jim and Pauline. Jim was a sergeant
with the OPP [Ontario Provincial Police] and Pauline worked in a
Catholic school in Barrie, ON. At the time I was working in a
parish in the north of Toronto. For about a year the three of us
worked together on a number of marriage enrichment projects.
Over that time of working together, we became very good friends.
Then I left to return to Fredericton.

One of the remarkable things is that the departure did not end
the relationship. For more than 40 years we have maintained the
friendship through letters and phone calls and more recently through
email. There were occasional visits to Toronto for me and to
Fredericton for them. It was not always easy to maintain the con-
tact but it did happen. Though we left each other’s physical pres-
ence we had not really left one another. Over the years there was
a presence that continued. We continued to be with one another in
our friendship, but in another way. There was a sense of being
apart and together, of “leaving yet remaining” with one another. I
think we all have had such relationships.

When the Scriptures speak of the Ascension, it may seem that
Jesus is somehow leaving his disciples. But when we look more
closely at the Gospel accounts it is evident they speak of leaving
and at the time staying. There is a sense of Jesus leaving and yet
remaining with his disciples.

Luke’s Gospel (24:44-53) presents Jesus leaving his disciples in
what we usually refer to as the Ascension. The way Luke tells the
story is by having Jesus recall the many promises and prophesies
of God’s saving love in the Old Testament. He connects these
with the message and mission he has had with them as the Christ,
the promised and anointed one. Then, pointing out that they are to
be his witnesses, he calls on them to take the message to the
whole of humanity. They are to be the Christ for others, to all
nations.

Luke presents us with the disciples’ recognition that while the
physical presence of Jesus with whom they had walked and talked
in Galilee was now gone, he remains among them in another and

more wondrous way. Jesus the
Christ risen continues among them
and they are themselves the wit-
nesses of this new and real presence. With this awareness, the
disciples who had been so full of fear and foreboding, are filled
with the Spirit, and joyfully return to Jerusalem to share the Good
News.

In every Eucharist we hear the words “Do this in memory of
me.” As a community of faith we recall in living fashion Jesus’
whole life, death and resurrection, what we call the Paschal Mys-
tery. Each time we gather around the table sharing Eucharist, we
celebrate together that Jesus who has returned to the Father, con-
tinues through the Spirit to be with us. Each time we celebrate
together, we remember and enact this “leaving yet remaining” story
as disciples of this Risen Jesus. In doing so, like those disciples
we see in the Gospel, we commit ourselves to the joyous sharing
of the Good News to all nations. The real presence of Jesus is
indeed among and is for all nations, all the peoples of the earth.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday read-
ings with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith forma-
tion. He can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

(continued from page 3)
2022. I am asking you to prayerfully consider a generous personal
donation towards this campaign. Gifts of either a one-time donation,
multi-year pledge, securities, bequests or life insurance are a tremen-
dous blessing and will aid significantly in the success of this cam-
paign. This will be a multi-year process but God-willing, the good
fruits of this effort will bless our diocese for generations to come.

I am counting on your fervent prayer for this restoration
campaign through the intercession of Our Lady of the Immaculate
Conception, as we give God permission to move powerfully in our
diocese.

Please be assured of my prayers for you and the particular needs of
your parish communities.

United in prayer and mission,

 Christian Riesbeck, CC
Bishop of Saint John

(continué de page 4)
qu’il promet. C’est ainsi que nous bâtissons une communauté
dynamique et revitalisée, et une Église renouvelée.

Pour appuyer le projet de restauration de la Cathédrale, une collecte
annuelle aura lieu dans les paroisses, le 18 et 19 juin cette année, à
l’occasion de la Solennité du Saint-Sacrement du Corps et du Sang
du Christ (la Fête-Dieu). Je vous demande de songer, dans un esprit
de prière, à faire un don généreux à cette campagne. Que ce soit un
don unique ou un engagement pour plusieurs années, un don de valeurs
mobilières, sous la forme de legs, ou de prestations d’assurance-vie,
tous ces dons seraient une immense bénédiction et contribueraient
considérablement au succès de cette campagne. Ce projet s’étendra
sur plusieurs années mais, si Dieu le veut, les bons fruits de cet effort
béniront notre diocèse pour des générations à venir.

Je compte sur votre fervente prière pour cette campagne de
restauration par l’intercession de Notre-Dame de l’Immaculée Con-
ception, alors que nous accordons au Seigneur la permission d’agir
puissamment dans notre diocèse.

Soyez assurés de mes prières pour vous et pour les besoins particuliers
de vos communautés paroissiales.

Restons unis dans la prière et la mission,

 Christian Riesbeck, c.c.
Évêque de Saint John

The Cathedral is important

La Cathédrale est importante
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Beware of your inner circles
No man is an island. John Donne wrote those words four centuries

ago and they are as true now as they were then, except we don’t
believe them anymore.

Today more and more of us are beginning to define our nuclear
families and our carefully chosen circle of friends precisely as a self-
sufficient island and are becoming increasing selective as to who is
allowed on our island, into our circle of friends, and into the circle of
those we deem worthy of respect. We define and protect our idiosyn-
cratic islands by a particular ideology, view of politics, view of moral-
ity, view of gender, and view of religion. Anyone who doesn’t share
our view is unwelcome and not worthy of our time and respect.

Moreover, contemporary media plays into this. Beyond the hun-
dreds of mainstream television channels we have to choose from,
each with its own agenda, we have social media wherein each of us
can find the exact ideology, politics, and moral and religious perspec-
tive that fosters, protects, and isolates our island and makes our little
nuclear clique, one of self-sufficiency, exclusivity, and intolerance.
Today we all have the tools to plumb the media until we find exactly
the “truth” we like. We have come a long way from the old days of a
Walter Cronkite delivering a truth we all could trust.

The effects of this are everywhere, not least in the increasingly
bitter polarization we are experiencing vis-a-vis virtually every politi-
cal, moral, economic, and religious issue in our world. We find our-
selves today on separate islands, not open to listen, respect, or dia-
logue with anyone not of our own kind. Anyone who disagrees with
me is not worthy of my time, my ear, and my respect; this seems to
be the popular attitude today.

We see some of this in certain strident forms of Cancel Culture and
we see much of it in the increasing hard, inward-turned face of na-
tionalism in so many countries today. What’s foreign is unwelcome,
pure and simple. We will not deal with anything that challenges our
ethos.

What’s wrong with that? Almost everything. Irrespective of whether
we are looking at this from a biblical and Christian perspective or
whether we are looking at it from the point of view of human health

and maturity, this is just wrong.
Biblically, it’s clear. God breaks into our

lives in important ways, mainly through
“the stranger”, through what’s foreign,
through what’s other, and through what sabotages our thinking and
blows apart our calculated expectations. Revelation normally comes
to us in the surprise, namely, in a form that turns our thinking upside
down. Take for example the incarnation itself. For centuries people
looked forward to the coming of a messiah, a god in human flesh,
who would overpower and humiliate all their enemies and offer them,
those faithfully praying for this, honour and glory. They prayed for
and anticipated a superman, and what did they get? A helpless baby
lying in the straw. Revelation works like that. This is why St. Paul
tells us to always welcome a stranger because it could in fact be an
angel in disguise.

All of us, I am sure, at some point in our lives have personally
had that experience of meeting an angel in disguise inside a stranger
whom we perhaps welcomed only with some reluctance and fear.
I know in my own life, there have been times when I didn’t want
to welcome a certain person or situation into my life. I live in a
religious community where you do not get to choose who you
will live with. You are assigned your “immediate family” and (but
for a few exceptions when there is clinical dysfunction) like-
mindedness is not a criterion as to who is assigned to live with
each other in our religious houses. Not infrequently, I have had to
live in community with someone who I would not, by choice,
have taken for a friend, a colleague, a neighbour, or a member of
my family. To my surprise, it has often been the person whom I
would have least chosen to live with who has been a vehicle of grace
and transformation in my life.

Moreover, this has been true for my life in general. I have often
found myself graced by the most unlikely, unexpected, initially un-
welcome sources. Admittedly, this has not always been without pain.
What’s foreign, what’s other, can be upsetting and painful for a long
time before grace and revelation are recognized, but it’s what carries
grace.

That is our challenge always, though particularly today when so
many of us are retreating to our own islands, imagining this as matu-
rity, and then rationalizing it by a false faith, a false nationalism, and a
false idea of what constitutes maturity. This is both wrong and dan-
gerous. Engaging with what is other enlarges us. God is in the stranger,
and so we are cutting ourselves off from a major avenue of grace
whenever we will not let the foreign into our lives.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Castle Fallsview Funeral Home

309 Lancaster Ave, Saint John, NB   E2M 2L3
506-634-1701     www.castlefh.ca

Give the gift that lasts one full year.
Subsctibe to The New Freeman

$25/year
(Canadian addresss;

extra charges apply for foreign subscriptions)
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Bishop’s Funeral Home
“serving all faiths”

Telephone 458-1885
540 Woodstock Rd., Fredericton

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

FREDERICTON — The annual March for Life took place in
Fredericton New Brunswick on Thursday, May 26, 2022, at the New
Brunswick Legislature.

The day was also marked by a Mass for Life celebrated by Bishop
Christian Riesbeck, CC, of the Diocese of Saint John, at St. Dunstan’s
Church (St. Mary Magdalene Parish) in the city.

During his homily Bishop Riesbeck said, “If we know who Christ
is, then our beliefs and behaviour follow naturally in response. We
show our faith by our actions. We lobby our politicians. We speak to
our friends and co-workers. We read good Christian and pro-life
material…we petition for the right to freedom of conscience for our
doctors and medical professionals. And we take to the streets, to the
public square and march for life, showing the culture the Gospel of
Life is good, beautiful, and true.”

He encouraged everyone “to rely on the intercession of Our Lady
of Guadelupe, the patroness of unborn children, and to fast and pray
for the sanctification of ourselves and for the world.”

Recalling that May is one of the months dedicated to Mary he con-
tinued, “let’s ask our Blessed Mother to intercede to her son Jesus for
all our intentions, and to sustain us with the bread of life in this Eucharist
so that we may persevere in our efforts to support human life. Let us
never tire of asking for miracles and waiting on him to reveal his
power over death and his victory of life.”

Following mass, a procession to the New Brunswick Legislature
was led by the Graydon Nicholas, former lieutenant governor of New
Brunswick, accompanied by the sacred drumbeat.

Speaking at the Legislature Bishop Riesbeck said, “It’s important
for us to gather here today, to pray for our elected officials, but also
to make our voices heard. It’s our fundamental right. Every civil right
that we enjoy is based on the recognition of that most fundamental
right — the right to life from conception to natural death.”

The bishop also acknowledged the presence of young people in
attendance, “the voters of today and tomorrow, the lawmakers, the
politicians, the doctors, the nurses, women and men of goodwill —
the fact that they’re here bodes well for country, for the future.”

Quoting Pope Francis in his Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii
Gaudium paragraph #213, Bishop Riesbeck said, “a human being is
always sacred and inviolable, in any situation and at every stage of
development…. Reason alone is sufficient to recognize the inviolable
value of each single human life.”

He continued by saying, “we must be rooted in truth — scientific
truth and divine truth, and we must never tire of proclaiming it.”

Noting that “being a pro-lifer has always been counter-cultural be-
cause it challenges us to see beyond our own self-centred will, and
conform our behaviour to a higher standard,” Bishop Riesbeck said.
“Together we need to stay close to God and not give up. Be
faithful…just keep asking the Lord to give you the strength to wit-
ness to life — our fundamental right.”

The bishop said, “it is so important to support those who are facing
unplanned or crisis pregnancies and people who are targeted for eu-
thanasia or physician-assisted suicide and witness to the world the
value of human life. The onus is on us…to be there for those who are
in those vulnerable stages of life, so they know that they’re not alone,
that they’re loved, and that we accompany them in love.”

He concluded by affirming those in attendance and encouraged all

Bishop participates in March for Life
present to continue proclaiming the truth about the dignity of life.

He then repeated part of his message from his homily at the earlier
mass, “We show our faith by our actions. We lobby our politicians.
We speak to our friends and co-workers. We petition for the right to
freedom of conscience for our doctors and medical professionals.
And we take to the streets, to the public square and march for life,
showing the culture the Gospel of Life is good, beautiful, and true.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

FREDERICTON — (L to r) Heather Hughes, executive director of
New Brunswick Right to Life, and Janet Matheson of Birthright
Fredericton, accepted donations from Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC, on behalf of the Diocese of Saint John at a Mass
for Life held at St. Dunstan’s Church (St. Mary Magdalene Parish)
in Fredericton on May 26, 2022. The funds were raised through
the annual Diocesan Pro-Life Collection, which is taken up in
the parishes on the second Sunday of Advent. (Helen LeBlanc
photo)
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — The Silver Rose Pilgrimage is described by the
Knights of Columbus as a pligrimage that “promotes respect for life
and demonstrates unity between the Knights of Columbus in Canada,
the United States, and Mexico through a series of prayer services
promoting the dignity of all human life and honouring Our Lady.”

Every year between March and December, Silver Roses are stewarded
by Knights of Columbus councils along routes from Canada to Mexico,
promoting devotion to Our Lady through the rosary.

The Silver Rose was in New Brunswick between the 8th and the
28th of May, with stops at each of the four Catholic diocesan cathe-
drals in the province. Its final stop was at the Cathedral of the Im-
maculate Conception in Saint John, on May 24, 2022.

Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC was honoured to welcome the Sil-
ver Rose pilgrimage on behalf of the Diocese of Saint John.

“Speaking as a former Colombian Squire in my teens, who gradu-
ated into the Knights of Columbus, from when I turned 18, this is one
of those events that makes you proud to be former Columbian Squire
and a current Knight of Columbus,” he said. “I’m so grateful to the
Knights for your pro-family and pro-life stances, and all that you do
for families and for the unborn.”.

“This Silver Rose program actually commemorates the story of
Our Lady Guadalupe and also her intercession as the patron saint of
the unborn. We know that this program actually dates back to 1960
and it was the initiative of a Colombian Squire circle from Monterrey,
Mexico that decided to run the rose,” Bishop Riesbeck said.

“It began with a natural [live] rose in London that was flown to
New York, travelled through the continental U.S., through Texas all
the way to the [Mexican] border, and onward to the Basilica of Our
Lady of Guadalupe in Monterey, Mexico, to show gratitude for all

Silver Rose pilgrimage ends provincial tour at the Cathedral
that Our Lady did for the peoples of Mexico.”

Recalling the story of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Bishop Riesbeck
said, “In everything Mary says and does she inspires us to worship
God. Mary herself said at the Annunciation, I am the handmade of the
Lord, be it done to me according to thy word. When she went in
haste to help her cousin Elizabeth with her pregnancy, and Elizabeth
called her blessed among women, she deflected that praise and ex-
alted the Lord through a beautiful hymn we refer to as the Magnificat,”
he said.

“When they ran out of wine at Cana, she pointed to her son, do
whatever he tells you. St. John Paul II said that true Marian devotion
reaches its fullness and its most rightful expression when it is a path
to the Lord and directs all its love toward him just as Mary knew how
to do.”

Quoting St. Maximilian Kolbe, Bishop Riesbeck said, “never be
afraid of loving the Blessed Virgin Mary too much. You can never
love her more than Jesus did. Cana was a good example. Jesus hon-
oured his mother by exceeding to her request and intercession, and
he will not refuse his mother anything.”

“That’s why she continues to be such a powerful intercessor Mary
under the title of Our Lady Guadalupe,” he said. “She continues to
intercede for children, and we invoke her in a particular way and then
work of the New Evangelization.”

He concluded with the words Our Lady shared with St. Juan Di-
ego, who Mary appeared to in Mexico, “Am I not here, I have the
honour to be your mother? Are you not in my shadow and under my
protection?  Am I not the source of your joy? Are you not in the
hollow of my mantle, in the crossing of my arms? Do you need
something more?”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Bill S-211 doesn't go far enough, says D&P
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Canadians don’t know whether their pension fund is booking prof-
its off nine-year-olds packing boxes 10 hours a day in Guatemala, or
off of Uygher workers let out of their re-education camps to pick
cotton. When Canadians click on a deal while shopping online, they
can’t tell whether child or forced labour was part of the bargain
price.

Bill S-211 wants to open up the flow of information, giving inves-
tors and consumers a clear view of how likely it is that vast supply
chains spanning the globe and feeding Canadian corporations are in-
cubating human rights violations.

Yet despite campaigning on the issue since the 1990s, when Talis-
man Energy was exposed for encouraging the authoritarian govern-
ment of Sudan to clear buffer zones around Talisman’s oil wells,
Development & Peace-Caritas Canada wants S-211 killed.

“This law is modelled on a UK law that passed in 2015 and has
proven to be ineffective at preventing the forced labour that it was
intended to stop,” Development & Peace’s Elana Wright told The
Catholic Register when the Senate bill was first introduced in 2020.
“Laws that oblige companies to only report on human rights abuses
are not enough to stop human rights and environmental abuses.”

Two years on, Senator Julie Miville-Dechêne’s bill has been through
committee hearings, been revised, passed third reading in the Senate
and is now before the House of Commons. Development and Peace
still doesn’t like it.

“Development & Peace members want to see Canadian companies
from all sectors do their homework to prevent harm, and if the harm
occurs, to provide remedy — both of which are not included in Bill
S-211,” Development & Peace director of communications, cam-
paigns and fundraising Genevieve Gallant said after S-211 passed first
reading in the Commons May 3.

Federal Minister of Labour Seamus O’Reagan has promised to look
carefully at the Senate bill and two private members’ bills on the same
topic and find a legislative way forward. Whether that means adapt-
ing and amending S-211 or introducing new government-backed leg-
islation is unclear.

What’s clear is that Development & Peace wants something com-
pletely different from the Senate bill.

The Catholic development agency is one of about 40 organizations
in the largely labour-backed Canadian Network on Corporate Ac-
countability.

“To put it simply, it won’t do anything,” said CNCA national co-
ordinator Emily Dwyer. “It doesn’t go nearly far enough. What it

(continued on page 11)
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Parishes and Churches of the Fredericton Region

Parish of Mother of Mercy
Churches of St. John the Evangelist, Johnville, St. Joseph, Bath, St. Leo the Great,
Florenceville-Bristol and mission of St. Anthony of Padua, Juniper

Parish of Our Lady of Fatima
Church of Our Lady of Fatima, Marysville

Parish of Our Lady of Peace
Churches of St. Anthony, Fredericton; St. Patrick, Stanley; and St. Theresa, Fredericton

Paroisse Sainte-Anne-des Pays-Bas
Église Sainte-Anne-des-Pays-Bas, Fredericton

Parish of St. Barbara, Minto
Church of Holy Rosary, Minto and mission of St. Patrick’s, White’s Cove

Parish of St. John Paul II
Churches of St. Francis of Assisi, Lincoln; St. Vincent de Paul, Oromocto and mission of
St. Bridget, Gagetown

Parish of St. John the Baptist
Churches of St. Gertrude’s, Woodstock; Sts. Simon & Jude, Nackawic; and
missions of St. Bonaventure, Lakeville; St. Francis of Assisi, Skiff Lake; St. Joseph’s,
Newburg and St. Thomas of Canterbury, Canterbury

Parish of St. Kateri Tekakwithha
Churches of Holy Family, Fredericton; St. Ann, Kingsclear; and missons of St. Mark, Lake
George and St. Patrick, Newmarket

Parish of St. Mary Magdalene
Churches of St. Dunstan, Fredericton; Sts. John & Paul, New Maryland; and  mission of
St. Colomba, Fredericton Junction

c.Directory 2021
c.New names chosen by people of each parish and Church during realigement 2018

Safeguards are not being adhered to, critics say
By WENDY-ANN CLARKE
The Catholic Register

As the outcry from those who say the life
of a loved one was wrongfully extinguished
due to blind spots in Medical Assistance in
Dying (MAiD) legislation has grown louder,
many are worried that their concerns are fall-
ing on deaf ears.

Families working to hold the federal gov-
ernment accountable for their loved ones fall-
ing through the cracks say no one in govern-
ment is listening to their pleas for more safe-
guards to prevent unnecessary deaths.

“It is imperative that these safeguards en-
sure vulnerable people are provided care as
the first option, not death,” said Alicia Duncan.

Ms. Duncan’s mother’s life came to an end,
to Alicia’s shock, October 29 at age 61. After
experiencing a decline in health after a car ac-
cident in March 2020, Donna Duncan, her
daughter found out, had applied for and been
approved to end her life through MAiD. She
was scheduled to die in less than 48 hours.

The Duncan family believes their mother
had not followed through with any prescribed
treatment. Since her death the family has been
able to review her records and discovered that
the diagnosis for which she received MAiD
had never been confirmed by a specialist, a
safeguard legislated in Bill C-7. The family is
supporting a police investigation into Donna
Duncan’s death, the first such investigation
into a MAiD killing.

“We cannot understand how activist doc-
tors can justify access to specialists taking
months or years yet access to dying can take
just days,” said Ms. Duncan. “This is a direct
indication of a broken health-care system and
killing patients who have the possibility of re-
covery is not the answer.”

Donna Duncan’s story was one of many
related at a May 10 news conference in Ot-
tawa intended to sound the alarm to the ap-
parent negligence in ignoring these voices. Ar-
guments were made for greater safeguards
to protect the vulnerable and marginalized
persons who could find medically-assisted
death easier to access than social services,
medical specialists or treatments that could
help ease suffering.

Gabrielle Peters, co-organizer of the Dis-
ability Filibuster, a grassroots group of Cana-
dian disability and equality right activists, has
heard the stories of many in their community
who say MAiD legislation is adversely impact-
ing their lives. One person disclosed that the
expansion of MAiD has triggered suicidal idea-

tion, which combined with their unsupported
chronic condition and poverty is making it a
sometimes hourly struggle to go on. The lack
of adequate support throughout the pandemic
for those with disabilities, Ms. Peters says,
makes the ease of accessibility to MAiD an
even greater injustice.

“The pandemic response and failure to in-
clude us and to actually create policy that ig-
nores or conflicts with our needs, while craft-
ing a specifically tailored just for us red car-
pet to lethal injection, can’t help be interpreted
as a value statement on our lives if not out-

right coercion,” said Ms. Peters in a state-
ment.

Sister Nuala Kenny, professor emeritus of
paediatrics and bioethics and Dalhousie Uni-
versity, has been a long-time advocate for the
protection of the vulnerable and says these
situations were predictable from 2015 when
the Supreme Court decriminalized medically
assisted death. Based on the Charter of Rights
and Freedoms, the court recognized the pro-
tection of the vulnerable and the protection
of conscience in that no physician would be

(continued on page 9)
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(continued from page 8)
 forced to perform the procedure. But “everything that’s happened
since has been the exact opposite,” said Sr. Kenny.

The basis of the 2015 decision was that everyone should have the
freedom of choice on whether to live or die. Under medical ethics,
part of the requirements for a free and informed choice is freedom
from undue influence or coercion. In the case of people who are
seriously ill or suffering from intractable pain or mental anguish, free-
dom is compromised, Sr. Kenny explains.

“You’re not free if you don’t have any options,” said Sr. Kenny. “The
poorer you are and the more the circumstances of your situation are
failing and you’re on the margins, it’s the more likely you are to have no
options. How can you be free if you don’t have any options?”

Trudo Lemmens, professor in health law and policy at the Univer-
sity of Toronto, says particularly in areas where people are dealing
with the intersectionality of factors such as poverty, health condi-
tions, mental illness and disability, they are not getting the support
needed for a dignified life. With long wait times for specialists, rising
food and housing prices and the opioid crisis, he believes the cases of
wrongful death coming to the surface due to MAiD are the “tip of a
volcano about to erupt.”

A big part of the danger in Canada, Mr. Lemmens says, is that
physicians are not obligated to ensure patients interested in MAiD
explore all other reasonable options to relieve suffering before being
granted their approval for euthanasia.

“Canadian law doesn’t give us a lot of tools to prevent this.”
Still, the federal government is forging ahead with plans to further

expand legislation which now permits individuals to pursue MAiD
whether or not natural death is reasonably foreseeable.

A special joint committee of Parliament and the Senate is reviewing
the current legislation and considering the expansion to those with
mental illness, as well as the possibility that those with conditions
such as dementia could pre-apply for MAiD while they still have the
mental capacity to do so. MAiD had initially required that a patient be
physically suffering and have a terminal diagnosis, which a majority
of Canadians supported, according to opinion polls. §

Safeguards

Disability advocate paints MAiD as racist
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

The evidence piling up before a special joint committee on Medical
Assistance in Dying includes a disability rights advocate calling Cana-
dian senators and MPs racist and ableist to their faces.

“How will you make amends for the lives that have been lost so far
due to systemic coercion because of your decision to expand MAID
specifically for the disabled community?” Sarah Jama, executive director
of the Disability Justice Network of Ontario, asked senators and MPs
conducting a mandated review of MAiD legislation and exploring options
for extending assisted suicide to mature minors, the mentally ill and ad-
vance directives from people who fear living with dementia. Submissions
to the committee were open until until May 30.

Ms. Jama went further, arguing that allowing people to order up an
assisted death in advance of severe dementia would target Black people.

“You guys spend a lot of time talking about dementia, but dementia
disproportionately impacts Black and racialized people who are
caregivers, who are staying at home and supporting families, and
you’ve not heard from Black people living in that situation,” Ms.

Jama fired at the politicians. “Black people are less likely to send
family members into long-term care institutions because of how volatile
those situations are, with mistreatment and racism there too. ... will
Black people be, you know, pushed into accessing MAID versus
other treatments that should be available? I think yes.”

In other submissions, the Catholic Health Alliance of Canada (CHAC)
has also pleaded with the committee for the right to continue operating its
institutions according to a Catholic ethos while doctors who perform
MAiD insist they are no threat to vulnerable patients suffering from inad-
equate mental health supports and suboptimal palliative care.

In a written submission, the CHAC, representing 129 Catholic health-
care providers from hospitals and nursing homes to home nursing
care agencies, called MAiD a poor substitute for an equitable health-
care system.

“Approaches such as MAiD fail to recognize the importance of
addressing societal inequities and injustice and, in our opinion, con-
tribute to a position which treats vulnerable people as a burden on
society, resulting in an increased threat to their very existence,” the
alliance wrote in its submission, signed by governing council chair
Sara Fowler, president and CEO John Ruetz and ethics advisor Hazel
Markwell. “Any expansion of the eligibility criteria for MAiD will fur-
ther exacerbate the existing inequalities.”

The CHAC also asked the committee to “affirm the protection of
conscience rights of medical professionals” and “promote the mis-
sion and religious purpose of health-care organizations with Catholic
identity.”

The president of the Canadian Association of MAiD Assessors and
Providers rejected the claim that inadequate palliative care, an incom-
plete and stressed mental health system or socioeconomic barriers
were pushing people into assisted suicide.

“While it is true that not all Canadians have equal access to quality
palliative care and more needs to be done to improve this, national
data suggests that 83 per cent of all those who received MAiD in
Canada in 2020 were receiving palliative care, and of those who were
not, 88 per cent had access to palliative care if they had wished it,”
Dr. Stephanie Green wrote in her submission.

Dr. Green was equally insistent that the MAiD system is not killing the
poor, the marginal and the excluded.

“People who proceed with MAiD are at least anecdotally disproportionally
advantaged versus socioeconomically vulnerable,” she wrote.

The Care Not Kill campaign sought to bring the politicians around
to the suicide part of assisted suicide.

“While advocates for MAiD like to view it as distinct from other
forms of suicide, in fact MAiD normalizes suicide as a solution to
suffering,” Anna Nienhuis of the Association for Reformed Political
Action, which runs the campaign, wrote in a submission.

Ms. Nienhuis argues that the well-researched social contagion ef-
fect of suicide explains to some extent constantly rising numbers of
MAiD deaths in Canada.

“Suicide prevention needs to remain a priority across the lifespan,
for all Canadians,” Ms. Nienhaus wrote. “Anything else requires value
judgments about the worthiness of another’s life — judgments that
no human being should be making.”

On behalf of the MAiD doctors, Green pushed back against any
connection between MAiD and assisted suicide.

“Medical assistance in dying involves a legal framework, a rigorous
process, the involvement of multiple health-care practitioners and the op-
tion to involve many loved ones…. They are simply not the same.” §
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Canadian sisters celebrate St. Marie Rivier sainthood
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

In the Sisters of the Presentation of Mary’s estimation, Sister Marie
(Anne-Marie) Rivier’s canonization journey dates back 180 years to
1842, four years after the French Catholic nun passed away at age 69
in Bourg-Saint-Andéol, France.

Pope Pius IX declared the foundress of the Soeurs de la Présentation
de Marie (Sisters of the Presentation of Mary) as Venerable on May
12, 1853. Pope John Paul II beatified Blessed Marie Rivier in Vatican
City on May 23, 1982. And finally, on May 15, Pope Francis canon-

ized St. Marie Rivier in St. Peter’s Square.
Sister Michelle Blanchette, the treasurer for the Sisters of the Pres-

entation of Mary’s Province of Prince Albert in Saskatchewan, hoped
and prayed for St. Marie Rivier to be canonized over many years.

“We have been waiting since the beatification for another miracle to
be recognized, and finally on December 13, (2021), we found out that
the miracle of a healing of a baby in the Philippines that happened over
six years ago was approved by Pope Francis,” said Sr. Blanchette.

Intercession to St. Marie Rivier was credited for healing Angel Marie
Vier Digamo of life-threatening hydrops fetalis, a dangerous buildup
of fluids around the lungs and heart.

Pope John Paul II recognized the first miracle accredited to St.
Marie Rivier, the healing of the little French girl Paulette Dubois. In
December 1937, the seven-year-old was diagnosed with infantile ac-
rodynia (pink disease), which is a disease that causes pain and discol-
oration in the hands and feet. The parents of Dubois, who passed
away at age 90 in 2020, asked for family members and the sisters in
Bourg St. Andéol to pray to St. Marie Rivier. All physical and psycho-

logical traces of the illness vanished from Ms. Dubois instantly on
February 3, 1938.

Sr. Blanchette said St. Marie Rivier’s life has powerfully imprinted
her throughout her six decades as a sister.

“Marie Rivier herself had a very deep interior life of loving God and
that inspired the sisters around her and in her writing about prayer
and being aware of God’s presence while at the same time being
oriented towards ministry.”

Sr. Blanchette’s introduction to the sisters began even earlier than
that and she is grateful that the Sisters of the Presentation of Mary
sought out a Western Canada presence, beginning with Duck Lake,
Sask., north of Saskatoon, in 1903. Sr. Blanchette was introduced to
the sisters while attending Grade 8 in North Battleford, Sask., when
the sisters began teaching in her school.

“These teachers really inspired me, and later when I discerned a
call to the religious life, I felt called to join this order,” she said. “I’m
going to be 80 next year and I will celebrate 60 years of religious
vows. I wouldn’t have chosen another order.”

St. Marie Rivier overcame tribulation from an early age to become
an apostolic inspiration. In 1770, at age 16 months, a fall off a high
bed fractured her hip and ankle. She was unable to walk. Several
years of prayer and reflection at a shrine in Montpezat-sous-Bauzon
was answered as Rivier discovered she could walk with crutches.

Health problems persisted throughout St. Marie Rivier’s life, but
her steadfast faith guided her to establish a school in Montpezat-sous-
Bauzon (she would open 149 schools in her lifetime)and the Sisters
of the Presentation of Mary on November 21, 1796 alongside four
other women. Communicating the teachings of Christ was far from a
safe vocation at the time as the tumultuous winds of the French Revo-
lution raged strongly. She vowed to live authentically as a Christian
witness despite societal dissent against religious expression. Follow-
ing the Concordat of 1801 between Napoleon Bonaparte and Pope
Pius VII, religion was free to be practised once more and member-
ship in the Sisters of the Presentation of Mary boomed in the years
afterwards.

St. Marie Rivier proved to be prophetic when she said, “my daughters
will sail the oceans.” In 1853, the sisters voyaged to St. Hyacinthe, Que.

Fourteen emissaries from Province of Prince Albert journeyed to
Rome to observe this long-awaited historical event, including five
sisters and Prince Albert Bishop Stephen Hero,

Nine other disciples, including French martyr Charles de Foucauld,
Little Sisters of the Holy Family founder Maria Domenica Mantovani
and India’s first layman Devasahayam Pillai, were canonized by Pope
Franics.

The pope said the canonized exemplified holiness by offering their
lives in service to the Gospel and
brothers and sisters without ex-
pecting earthly rewards.

“By embracing with enthusiasm
their vocation — as a priest, as a
consecrated woman, as a layperson
— they devoted their lives to the
Gospel. They discovered an incom-
parable joy and they became brilliant
reflections of the Lord of history. For
that is what a saint is: a luminous
reflection of the Lord of history,” the
pope said.§

Sister Marie Rivier, who founded 149 schools in her lifetime,
was canonized May 15. (Photo courtesy Sisters of the Presentation
of Mary)
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Obituaries

McNAMARA, JOHN PATRICK — It is with great sadness that the
McNamara family announces the passing of John McNamara which oc-
curred on Sunday, April 24th, 2022 at the age of 64 in the comfort of his
home, surrounded by his loving family.

Born on October 22, 1957 in East Saint John, John is the son of the late
William and Miriam McNamara.
He is survived by his wife of 35 years, Sheelah (Lunney) McNamara, as
well as their three children, Sean McNamara (Miranda), Patrick
McNamara (Brittany) and Katherine McNamara (Ryan). In addition
to his children, John is survived by his siblings Jean Northrup (Rob),
Jim McNamara (Sue), Lynn Kearney (John), brother and sisters-in-
law, Anne McIntyre, Susan Trussoni (Steve), Margot Lunney (Paul),

Paul Lunney (Madeleine), Janet Richard (Michael), Robert Lunney
(Marie Andree), Jane Lunney, Sandy and Scott Piekarski, many lov-
ing nieces and nephews, longtime best friend Allan Landry (Beth),
and friend and business partner Christine Clark (George). John is
predeceased by his parents William and Miriam (Lunney) McNamara
and sister Dawn McNamara (Gary).

John rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John.  A memorial
service took place at Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rothesay, followed
by a private family interment.

DOYLE, JEAN DOROTHY — It is with heavy hearts that the fam-
ily of Jean Dorothy Doyle announces her passing at home on Friday,
May 13, 2022 with family by her side. Jean was born on March 20,
1934 in Saint John to the late Robert and Katherine (Crilley) Williams.

Jean will be dearly missed by her husband Jerry Doyle of 65 years,
children; Linda Doyle, Josselyn Doyle (Jeff Thompson), Jean Roy
(Paul), and Carolyn Wright (Tony), daughter in law Kim Doyle, sis-
ters; Marilyn Edgecombe ( Percy), Roseann Melanson (George) and
Kathy McLellan (Darrell) , sister in law Rhoda Williams, 9 grandchil-
dren; Jason LeBlanc (Shawna), Stephanie Donovan (Thomas),
Stephen Hamm (Ashley), Michael Roy (Tasha), Jeffery Roy (Lindsay),
Matthew Wright, Alyson Wright (Kyle), Scott Doyle (Sarah), and
Sean Doyle (Olivia), great grandchildren; Victoria, Emma, Evan,
Andrew, Adrian, Isabella, Emylia, Levi, Ivy, Bristol, Beau, and ex-
pected baby Leo, great -great grandchildren; James and Mary, and
many nieces and nephews.

In addition to her parents Jean is predeceased by her children Nor-
man and Stephen Doyle, brother Robert Williams, and infant sister
Elaine Williams.

Arrangements were under the care of Castle Funeral Home, Saint
John. A Mass of Christian Burial was held from St. Rose of Lima Catholic
Church (Holy Spirit Parish), Saint John.  Interment followed in Holy Cross
Cemetery, Saint John.

MONAGHAN, GEORGINA MARY — It is with broken hearts the
family of Georgina Mary (Murphy) Monaghan beloved wife of Charles E
Monaghan wish to announce her passing on Wednesday, May 18th, 2022,
at the age of 83 at the Carleton Kirk Nursing Lodge with her family by her
side. Born on Prince Edward Island in 1938, Georgina was a daughter
of the late George E Murphy and Margaret W (Harrington) Murphy.

Georgina is survived by her loving husband of 61 years Charles E
Monaghan ,two sons  ,Terry (Lorraine ) Monaghan of Saint John,
Barry (Dannielle)Monaghan of Grand Bay-Westfield , three daughters
Wendy ( Gerald ) Robichaud of Saint John , Tammy (John) Wills of
NL, Paula (Duncan) MacVicar of Grand Bay -Westfield , eleven grand-
children, Renèe, Rayann , Shelby ,Michaella , Hailey , Bobbie, Bradley,
Samantha, Alec, Billy and Brittany , nine great grandchildren, one
great great grandchild and it continues to grows. Georgina has two
brothers Harold Murphy of P.E.I., Arthur Murphy of Ontario, three
sisters,Millie (Charlie ) Dawson of P.E.I. , Florence ( the late Bill)
Ross , Bertha ( Albert ) McEachern , Many Nieces , Nephews and
Her beloved extended Monaghan Family .

Georgina was predeceased by her parents; brothers: Charlie (Teresa)
Murphy, Leo (Shirley) Murphy, Father Lou Murphy, Albert (Albie) Murphy;
sister Edna (Russ) Quibell and one grandson Stephane Cormier .

She rested at Castle Funeral Home, Saint John.  A mass of Christian
Burial was held at Holy Spirit Parish (St. Matthew’s Worship Site, Grand
Bay-Westfield). A private family interment will be held later.§

(continued from page 7)
does do is say that companies of a certain size would need to report
every year, but it doesn’t actually require companies to do anything.”

Transparency is not nothing, argues Ms. Miville-Dechêne.
“S-211 would help shed light on these practices and discourage

them as much as possible, which would promote more honest com-
petition that does not rely on slave labour,” Ms. Miville-Dechêne told
Senators as her bill faced third reading. “In doing so, we will stop
punishing, through our own inaction, the many companies that want
to do the right thing.”

In committee hearings Ms. Miville-Dechêne’s bill garnered support
as a reasonable compromise.

Having faced objections from business interests decrying the ex-
pense of writing reports and farmers worried that the law would label
family farms as child labour exploiters, the bill represents a reason-
able compromise, said Ms. Miville-Deschêne.

“This demonstrates the non-partisan consensus that exists regard-
ing the need to combat these appalling human rights violations,” she

said.
“Compromise does not

mean having a law that will main-
tain the status quo, that makes it
look like you’re doing something
but actually won’t change things
for people on the ground,” said
Ms. Dwyer. “We’re nearing 20
years of this debate in Canada and
it’s time to do something real.”

Ms. Dwyer and Develop-
ment & Peace want a law that
allows people harmed by corpo-
rate labour practices or environ-
mental violations abroad to be
able to take those companies to
court in Canada.

Development & Peace
fears a repeat of the Canadian
Ombudsperson for Responsible
Enterprise. In the end, the gov-
ernment denied that
ombudsperson the power to sub-
poena documents or force cor-
porate executives to testify.§

Bill S-211

30 Lansdowne Ave., Saint John
506-648-9911

www.NewSystemLC.com
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Clergy assignments

Father John Beaumaster Father William Brennan Father Daren Bryk, CC

Father Suresh Savariraj, HGN
Father Arockia Dass
Chinnappan, HGN Father Paul Erzoah-Bebodu Father Peter Melanson

Bishop honoured with Spiritus Award
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On Friday,
May 27, Divine Mercy Catholic
School [DMCS] in Saint John
hosted a community barbecue
and social to give thanks for the
recent gift of property ownership
to the school.

This gift was a joint co-opera-
tion of the Redemptorist Province
of Canada, who forgave the prin-
ciple mortgage owed on the
building by the Diocese of Saint
John; the diocese, who transfered
the gift of property ownership
debt-free; and Holy Redeemer
Parish, who donated the gymna-

sium, the portion of the building
housing the chapel, and the land
upon which the school sits.

During the event DMCS staff
surprised Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC of the diocese by
co-honouring him, and the
Redemptorist Province of
Canada, with the school’s Spiri-
tus Award.

The Spiritus award is given to
a person (or people) who most
embodies the virtues the school
strives to impart to its students.

Natasha Mazerolle is a corre-
spondent for The New Freeman.
She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

SAINT JOHN — Jamie Dobbelsteyn (left), past president of Divine
Mercy Catholic School in Saint John  presents Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John with the Spiritus
Award. (Fallon Burnham photo)

SAINT JOHN — The Most
Reverend Christian Riesbeck, CC,
bishop of the Diocese of Saint
John, announces the following
clergy assignments effective July
4, 2022, unless otherwise noted.

Those priests who have been
appointed pastors will be dis-
pensed from the requirement of
Canon 527 that they be placed
into canonical possession of their
parishes and will automatically
become pastor on July 4, 2022,
unless otherwise noted.

Later, Bishop Riesbeck will come
to each parish to celebrate a Mass
of Installation for the new pastors.

Father John Beaumaster is ap-
pointed parochial administrator of
Paroisse Notre-Dame-de-
l’Espérance / Our Lady of Hope
Parish (Miramichi East,

Beaverbrook).
Father William Brennan is ap-

pointed pastor of St. Kateri
Tekakwitha Parish (Fredericton
South, Kingsclear First Nation,
McAdam, Newmarket).

Father Daren Bryk, CC, is ap-
pointed pastor of St. Teresa of
Calcutta Parish (Sussex, Norton)

effective July 26, 2022.
Father Arockia Dass

Chinnappan, HGN, is appointed
pastor of St. Croix Parish (St.
Stephen, St. Andrews).

Father Paul Erzoah-Bebodu will
be retiring to his home Diocese
of Sekondi-Takoradi, Ghana ef-
fective July 26, 2022.

Father Peter Melanson begins
a program for the Degree of Li-
centiate in Canon Law through
St. Paul University, Ottawa. His
other appointments remain intact.

Father Suresh Savariraj, HGN,
is appointed pastor of St. Mary
Magdalene Parish (Fredericton
South, Fredericton Junction, New
Maryland).§


